
 
 

P.O. Box 8156 ♦ Emeryville, CA 94662 ♦ 510-985-1784 ♦ Email: pjplacemakers@gmail.com 
 

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 

 
 
February 11, 2015 

 
 
 

Mr. Art Heinrich, Director 
Bond Project Management   
Foothill College     
12345 El Monte Road  
Los Altos Hills, California 94022-4599 

 
Subject: Responses to New District Offices at Foothill College Project Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study  
 (MND/IS) 

 
Dear Mr. Heinrich: 

 
Presented below are responses to public comments received on the New District Offices at Foothill 
College Project Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study.  

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT LETTERS 
 

Three comment letters were received for the New District Offices at Foothill College Project Mitigated 
Negative Declaration/Initial Study: Town of Los Altos Hills, Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) 
and State Clearinghouse. Our responses to these letters are presented below and the letters are attached.  
 
Town of Los Altos Hills 
 
#1: Contact information identifying the name, email address and cell phone number of the responsible 

District representative overseeing construction of the Project will be posted at the construction site. 
If the District receives complaints regarding noise, the District will work with the neighbors to 
adjust construction start times. The District is not subject to the Town of Los Altos Hills General 
Plan and Noise Ordinance. 

 
#2: The multi-use pathway will be maintained and kept open during Project construction. 
 
#3: The District will submit a set of the preliminary grading and drainage plans to the Town of Los 

Altos Hills to the attention of Suzanne Avila, Planning Director. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

 
#1: The 2014 Foothill College Facilities Master Plan Update includes a goal to maintain sustainable 

landscapes through use of native and drought tolerant plants and utilizing water-wise irrigation 
technology. The Project landscape plan has not yet been prepared, but the planting palette will 
include native and drought tolerant plants. 
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#2: The proposed Project will not include any construction work within the SCVWD easement right-of-
way along Adobe Creek. The MND/IS includes mitigation measures (IV.C-1a, IV.C-1d, HYDRO-
1, IV.A-HYD.1a, IV.A-HYD.1b,) to address Best Management Practices during Project 
construction.  

 
State Clearinghouse 
 
Receipt of the letter from the State Clearinghouse is acknowledged and becomes part of the record for the 
project.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Patricia Jeffery, AICP 
Principal 
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5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118-3614 I (408) 265-2600 I www.valleywater.org 

February 4, 2015 

Mr. Art Heinrich 
Director 
Bond Project Management 
Foothill College 
12345 El Monte Road 
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022-4599 

File: 29262 
Adobe Creek 

San~a Clara Valley 
Water Dis!ric~ 

Subject: Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)- New District Offices at Foothill College 

Dear Mr. Heinrich: 

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) staff reviewed the subject document, received on January 
12, 2015. The proposed project would involve the construction of a building for New District Offices (NDO) 
at Parking Lot 7 located at the southwest portion of the Foothill College Campus, adjacent to District 
facilities Adobe Creek on south and east side and confluence with Adobe Creek Diversion on the south 
side of the site. The District has an easement right of way encompassing Adobe Creek within the parcel 
and fee right of way over Adobe Creek Diversion adjacent to the site along El Monte Avenue. 

We recommend that the landscaping along the creek blend with the existing riparian corridor and use 
local watershed native species for your planting palette adjacent to the creek. Design Guides 1 through 4 
as described in "Guidelines and Standards for Land use Near Streams" provide more details on 
landscaping and protection of existing riparian vegetation and are available by using the following link 
http://www. va lleywater. org/u pload ed Files/Programs/Business! nformation Permits/Permits/Chapter% 204. p 
df?n=6700 

In accordance with the District Water Resources Protection Ordinance, any work affecting the District 
facilities or within the easement and fee right of way is subject to our review and issuance of a permit 
prior to the start of any construction . The proposed building is not located within the District right of way; 
therefore, does not require a District encroachment permit. It is very critical that the Best Management 
Practices during construction are properly implemented and mitigation measures are provided and 
monitored effectively to significantly reduce sediments into the creek and eliminate any potential 
degradation of the creek. As the project develops further, and work involves the use of District right of 
way or affects the creek, plans must be submitted for our review and approval. 

Please reference District File No. 29262, on any future correspondence regarding this project. I can be 
reached either by email at uchatwani@valleywater.org or by phone at (408 630-2731 , with any further 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

-
Usha Chatwani, P.E. 
Associate Civil Engineer 
Community Projects review Unit 

cc: L. Lee, C. Elias, S. Tippets, U. Chatwani, File 

29262_57393uc02-04 

Our mission is to provide Silicon Valley safe, clean water for a healthy life, environment, and economy. 
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Our mission is to provide Silicon Valley safe, clean water for a healthy life, environment, and economy. 
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